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I	 m n 	 	writ 	 t	f r	a	r son.		
2	

( /pl)
wo k 		

Present tense  
Can is more common than able to and is less formal 

past 
could	 

past	 
was/were able to	 

general	ability		
“When I was younger I could speak 7 

languages” 

ability	in	a	particular	situation	or	specific	
achievement.	

“In the end I could was able to get on the 
plane.”  

 
Future tense (I will be able to...)	

Perfect tense (I have been able to...) 
Infinitive (to be able to...)	

but	negative	sentences:	
wasn’t able to = couldn’t					

[iust]	us d		
w ll can b 	able	t 		
[tok]	ta k		
[bisi]	b s 	 		
[meintein]	m nt n  		
	
[aidía]	id a		

	 	able	t 	go	t 	wo k	faste 	th n	by	c r.		
If	 t	r ins.		
W 	w ll	get	w t	 .		
n	a	c mf table	w .		
I	 n w	w at	 	want	t 	s .		
I	 n w	w at	 	want	t 	t ll	m .		
D le ship	 		
t	b tte 	to	don’t	t 	not	p …	
T 	g t	 		
T 	r 	 		
Agr ment	 		
T 	meet	/	get	mak /r 	 	 n	agreement.		 	
T 	sh 	 		
[shud]	sh d	to	 .	
T 	pay		 f r		

+object.	
T 	b y		 for 	
“I have to pay the teacher f r	the class.” 

T 	shop	
for	

somewhere 
everywhere	
anywhere 
nowhere	

f r		 +object.	

[bild] b ld		
bo t		
lak 	 		

	

to	 t	
I	 t	

	 ts		

	
to	sp k	

	sp ks	
to	s
they	s 		

[ses] s s		



S l	 		
Sal 	 		
t 	sell	 	
H v 	 	 ve  sailed	anything	 n	a	bo t?	
Posh	 		
[iot] ya t		
d ng 	 		
Carry	

on	 verb+ n 	 w th…		go	
keep	

(cont nu )
T 	go	 n	t 	+	 	+object.			

To do something else in the future: 
“He went on to win the final.”  	
Rop 	 		
T 	clim 	 		
H v 	 	 ve 	d n 	som n 	lik 	th s?	
[imich]	 m g 		
[wokt] wa k d		
memory		
H w	old	we 	 ?	
I	wasn’t	so	hi 	 p.		
F 	 f	h i ts		

T 	

h v
feel	f 	 	

f	+object		
b  
feel

f f l	
sc d	
afr d	

fri ten d	
TERR FI D!!	
PETR FI D!!

I	h v 	b n	 n	a	bo t.		
W d	= 	
	w d	sp k	=	yo	hablaría	
	w d	lik t 	pl 	football.	

W d	 	lik 	t 	 t		paella?		
		
1.	 [Daut]	d t	 	
2.		 [det]	d t	 	
	d t	about	/with	+object		
	h v 	a	d t	ab t	+object.

	


