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rickety	 	
(of a structure or piece of equipment) poorly made and likely to collapse. 
"we went carefully up the rickety stairs"	
Cat	c t		
Literary	l n u g 		
ncl d n 		
tcry	 		

Onl 	on 	d 	d d	the	tr n	r n	 n	tim and	that	was	
Friday.	
Sc 	sc c l 						

	

T 	p t	 p	/hang	a p ct e on	a	wall	/	w bsit 	

T 	tak 	d wn	a p ct e  

	

T 		 p t	 p	
tak 	d wn

a	tent		

T 	p t d wn n	an mal	
[klaimet]	climat 		

Not	onl … (but)	(it	is)	also	  
We use not only "X" but also "Y" in formal contexts: 
"The war caused not only destruction and death but also generations of hatred 
between the two communities." 
"The car (is) not only is economical but also feels good to drive." 
We can sometimes leave out also: 
"I identified with Denzel Washington not only as an actor but as a person."  
To add emphasis, we can use not only at the beginning of a clause. When we do this, 
we invert the subject and the verb: 
"Not only was it raining all day at the wedding but also the band was late." 
"Not only will they paint the outside of the house but also the inside." 
When there is no auxiliary verb or main verb be, we use do, does, did: 
"Not only did she forget my birthday, but she also didn’t even apologise for forgetting 
it." 
	
The	grass	 s	alw s

	
	greener	 n	the	 the 	sid .			

People are never satisfied with their own situation; they always think others have it 
better.  
Cont mpt	 		
Content	
	

Touch-and-go 
(of an outcome, especially one that is desired) 
 possible but very uncertain. 
"it was touch-and-go whether she could reach 	
 the pram before it overturned" 	
	

	 		 	

H n 		
(+from)  

H n 			 H n 			
			

H n d		 H n d	
	

High	and	dry		
out of the water, especially 
stranded by the sea as it 
retreats. 
"when the tide goes out, a lot of 
boats are left high and dry"	



T 	sp ll
(derramar)

	the	b ns		
(to tell a secret)		 	
	

t	 f	the	bl 	 			
	
h rd	 		

T 	strik  	a	 h rd	w th	+object.	(to cause someone to feel sympathy, emotion, or 
enthusiasm.)		

	
		
	 	
T 	h t	the	nail

(uña/	clavo)
	 n	the	he d.			

T 	nail	 t.		
		

T 	burn	the	c ndle	 t	both	 	ends.	
(Work to the point of exhaustion)	

	

Bu n n 	the	m dni t	o l.	
(Working late and hard to reach a goal) 

 
	

	sh d	n ve 	bu n	y 	br g s.
	

			
	h v 	b tten

(mordido)
ff	more	th n	 	c n	ch w

(masticar)
.		 	

A	godsend	 		
t	 f	the	fram 	 .		

appall n 	 	
Alberto	 s	all	ove 	the	plac t	the	moment	 .	
A	f nc -dress party.	

T 	w r	f nc -dress .	
dr ss	 p 	  

T 	
dr ss	d wn		

(to dress casual) 

-	 Frid s  

(casual dress at work for the last Friday of the month.)	
[wərld]	world				
barracks	 	


