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State verbs

Verbs which describe states, not actions, are not
usually used in the continuous. These verbs describe:
thoughts: believe know remember forget think
(meaning believe) feel (meaning believe) guess (meaning
believe) suppose understand, etc.

feelings: like hate want need prefer, etc.

senses: smell taste hear see

possession: have belong own contain include, etc.
existence: exist remain consist seem mean matter, etc.
the verb be

Some state verbs can be used in the continuous when
they describe actions:

I'm thinking about what you said. (I'm considering it.) She’s
feeling unhappy. (How she is at the moment.) The shop
assistant is weighing the fruit for us. (He’s measuring the
number of kilos.) Other verbs like this include see, taste,
smell and be.
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FCE book p13.
1. I'm having two brothers.
2. Jao has a shower -can you call back later?
3. 1 don't understand this word. What is it meaning?
4. Marina thinks about getting a car. Do you think it's
a good idea?
5. We are not owning our house, we rent it.
6. The house look old, but it's quite modern inside.
7. What do you look at? Oh yes, | can see it now.
8. Phil sees a client at the moment. He won't be long.

Talking about past habits
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State verbs ;
past simple

used to live
lived

"When | was young, | in Britain."”

Used to
Action verbs. would
past simple

would

went

When | was young, lused to = to the beach everyday.
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